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cA great man’s sun has set, 


But its radiance lingers on and on; 


And in that afterglow is sharply seen 


A towering monument— 
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Major Concerns 
Dear Brother: 

Time is rolling along very fast. This 
night of darkness is far spent and the great 
Day is at hand as we are told in Romans 
aS: 11, i. 

Our heavenly Father has furnished us 
with all that is necessary for us to know 
to gain victory over self, our greatest 
enemy. Are we taking full advantage of 
this great mercy of God? Are we partaking 
more and more freely of this bread of 
heaven that gives eternal life? Are these 
things uppermost in our minds? Jesus said, 
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness.” So it must be our main con- 
cern to run this great race with patience, 
casting aside all weights and the sins which 
retard our progress. 

Toronto, Ont., Can. 

Z. M. S. 


Solid Truth at Last! 
Dear Sister: 

If we are wise we shall with all our 
strength seek to do God’s will and make our 
high calling and election sure. Truly, it is 
a big struggle, but if our hearts and minds 
are set in a grim determination we shall 
not fail. He is faithful who promised, and 
has He not exhorted and comforted us, “I 
will never leave you, nor forsake you”? The 
yoke is easy and the burden light when we 
have set our heart for the Kingdom and 
are using the spiritual strength obtained 
from partaking of the food provided so 
very bountifully on the table of the Lord. 

What a wonderfully strong character was 
Brother Nichols! How we should praise God 
for the wonderful work he did! Truly, God 
helped and strengthened him, and he did 
not fail to obey. The biography of his life 
which you sent made wonderful reading. 

This week I must pen a few lines once 
again to my correspondents whom we are 
trying to convince as to the spiritual crea- 
tion of Genesis 1—3, etc. Maybe there is 
someone we shall help, if God shall will it 
so. Meantime our chief concern is Self. 
There we must keep the watch always, 
searching every corner, deep down for the 
slightest trace of marring dust. How we 
need to! I know I do, but praise God for 
solid Truth at last. 

Warwick, Queensland, Australia 

A. B. 


Understanding after Confusion 
Dear friends: 

It was the reading of the late L. T. 
Nichols’ interpretation of the Bible that 
set me right. Before, everything was just 
confusion and more confusion. 

I enjoy the MEGIDDO MESSAGE very much. 
The questions and answers and the poems 
are just lovely. 

Vergennes, Vt. 

R. E. W. 











cA great man’s sun has set, but its radiance lingers on and on; 


And in that afterglow is sharply seen a towering monument— 


HIS WORKS FOLLOW 


“Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord... that they may rest from their labors; 
and their works do follow them.” —Revelation xiv. 13. 


HE waves of infinity have dashed against the shores 
[or time through the ages, obliterating from the 

sands many a footprint of human endeavor. None 
of the achievements of men leads to real security; none 
leads to the state that is lasting and that will defeat the 
greatest of human frustrations, death. 

There has, however, been erected in these days a monu- 
ment that endures—and that, by the honest and tireless 
efforts of a humble servant, the Rev. L. T. Nichols. It is 
the true landmark, the true beacon on the storm-tossed 
sea. It is a monument that indicates the direction to life 
itself—life which Death, the Mighty Avenger, is power- 
less to destroy. 

It is an incomparable joy to find after all the inter- 
vening centuries since the decline and defection of the 
Apostolic Church that the truth of Jesus Christ lives 
again! This is the monument we behold—an identical re- 
production of truth as known in the first century. In 
order to get the true perspective of this towering struc- 
ture it is necessary to know the conditions that have pre- 
vailed down through the ages. 

It is a principle of the Almighty to do nothing for man- 
kind that they can do for themselves. He wants men to 
grow, to develop, to acquire strength and virtue from 
their own resources and inner strength. Thus it was His 
plan that when His Word was delivered complete into the 
hands of humankind He withdrew visible support. But 
alas! no sooner had this part of the plan been established 
than the evil and carnal forces of human nature began to 
modify the beautiful truth, to mutilate the structure 
reared by holy men. This destructive work—a gradual, 
insidious trend, rather than a conscious effort—continued 
until every principle of the grand structure of truth 
was pulled down, every precept broken. Not content 
merely with breaking the rules and pulling down the 
structure, men sought to annihilate and obliterate all 
that was repulsive to their carnal nature. Their evil de- 
signs proceeded by concealing and covering the wreckage 
with endless traditions and fables drawn from almost 
every pagan and superstitious source. 

So thorough was this work that within a few centuries 
the real principles of truth were completely concealed. 
The goodly structure of truth had been pulled down and 
covered up until there remained but a heap of-rubble con- 
tained as it were under a barren mound of earth. Men 
walked upon it and trampled it under their feet. The 
officers of expediency and compromise responsible for the 
ruin presented this shapeless mass to uninformed man- 
kind as the Church. The historian refers to them as “art- 
ful knaves.” 

This astonishing condition was foreknown and fore- 
told. The apostle Paul in speaking of the return of Christ 
that is to occur in the last days stated, “That day shall 
not come, except there come a falling away first’”’ (II Thess. 
2:3). He also foretold that after his departing grievous 
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wolves would enter in among the brethren, not sparing 
the flock (Acts 20: 29). This was the same condition to 
which Jesus referred in His Parable of the Ten Virgins. 
Speaking of Himself as the Bridegroom, He stated that 
“while the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and 
slept” (Matt. 25:5). In other words, the truth lay dor- 
mant. It is more clearly and strongly stated in Revela- 
tion 11 that the truth was to be, in effect, dead during 
this period. “And their dead bodies [the ‘two witnesses,’ 
or Old and New Testaments] shall lie in the street of the 
great city, ... And they of the people and kindreds and 
tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies three days 
and a half,* and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be 
put in graves” (vs. 8, 9). 

These prophecies of Holy Writ are given in symbolic 
language but they are confirmed in fact by the history 
of that time. Of the seventh century the historian Mos- 
heim comments: “During this century true religion lay 
buried under a senseless mass of superstition, and was 
unable to raise her head.” 

Through weary centuries of darkness all that remained 
of the beautiful structure was the Bible itself. There was 
neither honest desire to know nor inclination to prac- 
tice its noble truths. The doctrinal confusion and the in- 
tellectual outrage that characterized nominal Christian- 
ity during this period is a fact of history that is familiar 
to every informed person in this age of enlightenment. 

To appreciate fully the genius necessary to rediscover 
and reconstruct the spiritual edifice that was known as 
truth in the days of Jesus would involve the review of 
the endless councils and decrees, the modifications and 
the adjustments, the heresies and the counter-heresies, 
the inquisitions, the speculations and writings of genera- 
tions of monks, popes and antipopes from the East and 
from the West, “reformations” and counter-reformations, 
in fact, every device that presumptuous men could employ 
to make religion conform to their own opinions. The re- 
sult of this unwholesome process: confusion thrice con- 
founded; a continual splitting of sects and resubdividing 
of groups. 

Such was the hopeless state of confusion that existed 
everywhere until a man of God arose to discern again 
the truth of the Bible. To state confidently that the real 
truth has been found again is a sweeping statement; 
however, this claim, if correct, can be clearly and strong- 
ly supported, for when we find truth we shall find a con- 


* “Three days and a half.” The original Greek word here trans- 


lated “days” is hemerai and should be rendered “years.” The same 
original word is translated “years” in Luke 1:7, 18. The 3% 
years equal 1,260 days or years, prophetic time. See Num. 14: 34; 
Ezek. 4:6. This was the duration of the apostasy or departure 
from true religion. During this time the two witnesses (Old and 
New Testaments) were said to be dead because Bible truth was 
without human advocate or support. See Daniel 7: 25. 
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trast as sharp as that between light and darkness. 

In considering this vital matter, perhaps one of the 
first questions we should ask is that classic posed to Jesus 
Himself by the Roman ruler, “What is truth?” 

Truth is a simple-sounding word. On the surface it 
seems to imply mere designation of actual fact or of ac- 
curacy, of right. But truth, as used in connection with 
things eternal, has a far deeper significance. It not only 
means honesty or veracity; in its deepest and most sig- 
nificant definition it is the right way of life. Truth means 
ethics and principle itself. It is the Golden Rule exempli- 
fied. Jt is THE way of life. 

Bible truth means all of this. It is far more than purity 
in doctrine; it is holiness of character. Its ultimate is 
perfection of character. If all this be true, then to re- 
establish that edifice of truth which stood in the days of 
Jesus constitutes the greatest event of the age. By what 
means could this amazing accomplishment be performed? 
What kind of man would it take to perceive truth and to 
re-establish it in the earth? What kind of background 
must he have? What kind of training would he need? 
What assistance would be necessary in such a unique un- 
dertaking? 

These questions have been answered. This very work 
has been accomplished. It is no longer a prophecy, but a 
matter of contemporary history. The broken and tram- 
pled fragments have been recovered and re-established 
to form the beautiful structure, the eternal truth of God. 

Considering the circumstances under which this has 
been done, it is indeed one of the greatest achievements 
throughout the entire plan of God on this earth. In the 
past God has found men of principle and virtue. He has 
found men to whom He was willing to impart miraculous 
power, men who could be trusted to speak faithfully His 
Word given to them by inspiration. He has had holy 
prophets who would devote themselves to the study of 


His law and the word of His former prophets. He had 
men whom He was willing to honor by direct angelic 
assistance and ministration. There were those through 
whom He spoke in tongues. There were faithful ones 
who would live and die for His cause. But to find a man 
who would have the instinctive love of right, who, under 
the incredibly difficult circumstances of complete apos- 
tasy and antagonism, would devote his entire life and 
energy to the pursuit of a truth he wanted to find; in 
short, to find a man who would in these last days be able 
to reconstitute the ancient truth in its purity, not only 
in doctrine but much more in the exceedingly difficult 
matter of practical everyday living, the Almighty had 
to waken a continent in the Renaissance from its reli- 
gious and intellectual stupor; he had to move men to dis- 
cover a new world and establish a new government where 
thought and speech were not shackled and censored by 
the state, where men were free to think of God and truth, 
and then give voice to their thoughts. 

To reconstruct the spiritual edifice, it took more than 
scholarliness; it took an inner love of virtue and truth 
developed almost to a divine standard or level. It took 
more than hours of research, more than poring over 
books, more than a thorough knowledge of literature; it 
took a love and hunger for the right, an absolute honesty, 
and a superhuman faith that there was a God and there 
was truth. It took whole-souled devotion to that truth 
until the inanimate truth of the printed page became 
absorbed by human flesh, rendering that truth animate, 
alive, active, a vital force to create mortal man in right- 
eousness and true holiness. This indeed is the climax of 
all divinely-appointed human achievements. This is the 
monument which time and tide and Death itself are 
powerless to destroy. Today we honor the Rev. L. T. 
Nichols for his works that follow. 





Delight in God 


To Zion’s lofty hill I direct my journey, 
Where golden suburbs entertain mine eye; 

Its light, by contemplation’s great attorney, 
Transcends the crystal beams that light the sky. 
But what is Zion, great God, compared to Thee? 
Far more than Zion, ‘tis Thee that I would see. 


nly 
ZED 


The highest honors that the world can boast 
Are subjects far too low for my desire; 

The brightest beams of glory are, at most, 
But dying sparkles beside Thy living fire: 
The loudest flames that Earth can kindle, be 
But nightly glowworms if compared to Thee. 


(mS 


In having all things of earth, and not Thee, what have I? 
Not having Thee, what have my labors brought? 
Let me enjoy but Thee, what further crave I? 
And having Thee alone, what have I not? 
I wish not fame, nor wealth, nor would I be 
Possessed of empires, unpossessed of Thee. 
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WHOLEHEARTED DEVOTION TO GOD 


by the REVEREND L. T. NICHOLS 


Those who best knew the Rev. L. T. Nichols knew the 
force of his brilliant portrayals of the future reward, as 
an incentive to right living now. He spoke of that world; 
he dreamed of it; he thought of it; he visualized it; and, 
visualizing, LIVED for it...aworthy pattern for you and me. 

This is one of his characteristic sermons in which he 
lifted his congregation to realms celestial. Then, with 
their desire wakened and stimulated, he enforced upon 
their minds the work to be done to enter the world to 
come—the everyday wholehearted devotion to God which 
is imperative in order to obtain the reward which He 
offers. 


E WISH TO SAY a few words to encourage and 

\X/ invigorate our minds, and to enable us to be- 

come so stimulated in the inner man that we will 
be fully constrained to enter into the work before us 
with renewed strength and growing energy. Our devo- 
tion to truth must be so deep that we will make all we 
have and are subservient to the will of God. Let us in- 
quire, Who among us is in reality become thus invigor- 
ated and energized? In answering this inquiry, we look 
not for words only, but for words backed up by unmis- 
takable works of righteousness, works that will show 
that we are indeed fully engaged in the work of the Lord. 

The nearness of the coming of our Master should cause 
us to enter into this inquiry with greater longings and 
with more true heartfelt desire than ever before to know 
our real standing before God. It should cause us to have 
a growing desire to know ourselves just as God sees and 
knows us. Indeed we should have greater impressions of 
heart and should make great searchings of heart until 
we seek out and drive from our heart every evil. But 
alas! how few will search for evil. How few, in the lan- 
guage of the 38th Psalm, are saying, “I will declare mine 
iniquity; I will be sorry for my sin.” 

A new leaf must be turned by everyone who expects to 
hear the sweet voice of our Master saying to each faith- 
ful one, “Come and enjoy sweet rest with me in our eter- 
nal home. Thou hast been faithful in a few things: thou 
hast declared thine iniquity; thou hast been sorry for 
thy sin; thou hast searched thine heart and driven in- 
iquity far away; thou hast purified thine heart from all 
evil; thou hast become morally perfect. I will now do the 
rest: I will make thee ruler over many things; I will 
make thee free from every physical ailment, from every 
sorrow, from every danger, and fill thee with immortal 
vigor; I will give thee every conceivable pleasure to be 
enjoyed forevermore and increasing with every move 
upon the delightsome plains of eternity’s shores. Be- 
cause thou hast delighted in me and guided thy tongue 
aright, I will now delight in thee and set thy tongue at 
liberty to evermore sing the gladsome praise of the 
redeemed of all ages who will ascribe all honor to the 
high and lofty One who sits upon the throne of eternity.” 

To be found ready to engage in this future work of 
Jehovah should so inspire our inmost soul that we would 


Its Meaning and Reward 


be found all engaged at the present time in fitting and 
equipping ourselves with the proper clothing that will 
assure us of being ready when that glorious time has 
arrived. It should cause such a longing anxiety to remove 
all obstacles, great or small, that may lie in the way of 
our entering the blissful shore of Jehovah’s glory, that 
we would never tire or become negligent in doing this 
noble work. 

To have right to the tree of life—what a blessing! To 
have a right to enter through the pearly gates and com- 
pose a part of the happy throng that will glow with 
grandeur and beauty, that will thrill with praise to the 
Creator as we meet and greet and partake of the beati- 
tudes of the future—such blessings are too wonderful for 
the human heart to comprehend. They are beyond, yes, 
says Paul, they are “exceeding abundantly above all that 
we ask or think.” No wonder Peter styles them “exceed- 
ing great and precious promises.” 

How they swell the goodness of God into a fathomless 
ocean; yea, like space unending in every direction. To 
think of basking forevermore in such wonderful sun- 
shine of bliss with more than ecstatic joy should keep our 
hearts filled with constant gratitude and deep-settled de- 
votion to the mighty and everlasting God. Our devotion 
to God should be so pure, of such sterling quality, so un- 
mixed with lesser considerations, that we will ever be 
found reverentially bowing in meek submission to His 
sovereign will. Our devotion should be such that we will 
lovingly, willingly and joyfully take off our stiff necks 
and throw away our hard hearts and no longer refuse to 
obey His voice, no longer refuse correction. Our devotion 
should cause us to draw near to the Omnipotent One who 
has offered us every future blessing upon such easy 
terms. He asks only that we seek the good and refuse the 
evil. He requires that we perform only those things which 
will make us noble in His sight, that will make us more 
joyful now, and in the end secure to ourselves the endless 
beatitudes and triumphant joys of the angels. Each move, 
each turn, every moment will increase our joy as we on- 
ward progress upon the unending plain of eternity, as we 
are introduced, perhaps by a Gabriel, to new worlds on 
high, and are permitted to view their glory and partici- 
pate in their celestial joy and gladness. We shall indeed 
stand filled with joyful astonishment and happy amaze- 
ment and will be led to exclaim in the language of the 
Revelator: “Great and marvelous are thy works, Lord 
God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of 
saints. Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy 
name?” As soon as the grand sentiment contained in the 
song of Moses and the Lamb has been joyfully uttered, 
we shall hear a response from a great multitude com- 
posed of many waters, the angel choir from on high, say- 
ing, “Hallelujah, for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.” 
What a right, what a pleasure to utter those sweet words 
in glory, and to hear such a response as this! 

Beloved brethren, is not this enough to cause us to do 
as commanded in Psalm 63:1, Seek the Lord early and 
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daily, yea, continually long for His ways to be carried 
out in our everyday life? Is it not enough to cause our 
inmost soul to thirst and long after God? We are indeed 
a little oasis in the desert, only a few amid this great 
dry basin of nations in which there is not a drop of the 
water of life. As we look around us and view this mighty 
panorama of nations and know to a certainty that these 
words, spoken so long ago, are now being fulfilled before 
our eyes, it should cause our faith to be increased. Our 
longing for God will be increased until we will delight to 
do His will and we will be led to exclaim, ““How amiable 
are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts! My soul longeth, yea, 
even fainteth for the courts of the Lord: my heart and 
my flesh crieth out for the living God.” We will not only 
cry out by words but our actions will be in union with 
our words so that we will indeed “search and try our 
ways, and turn again to the Lord.” We will lift up our 
hearts as well as our hands in this longing cry after God. 
But alas! how few will thus cry after God. Notwith- 
standing this future home in glory, filled with resplend- 
ent beauty, surrounded with sweet bliss, laden with every 
conceivable comfort, embellished with the beauties of 
Jehovah—notwithstanding all this—few will in reality 
go to work and take the pains to increase their faith so 
as to fully believe that such a gladsome home is really 
awaiting every God-fearing one. 

The ones who are in deed and in truth longing for God 
are those who can see that this dry and thirsty land is 
indeed a reality. But it is one thing not to dispute these 
undeniable facts, and quite another to take them into our 
very being so that they become a working factor within, 
manipulating and regulating all our affairs in life. It is 
quite another thing to have them become the impelling 
power in every thought, act and feeling through life. 

We have our choice: to serve God in humility and joy- 
fulness of heart and reap the endless beatitudes of glory 
in the world to come; or serve our flesh in sorrow of 
heart now, and reap in the end dismal gloom, solitude, 
death. It would seem that every sane, enlightened mind 
would make choice of the former, and so conduct itself 
each day, each hour, each moment as to dispel all doubt 
and be fully assured of reaping endless life in the good 
time coming. This assurance will produce an inward joy 
that will repay us a thousand times over here and now, 
to say nothing of the future joy we shall experience when 
we are ushered through the pearly gates and into the 
Elysian fields of bliss, there to enjoy forevermore the 
fruits of our labors. To be at home with the saints of all 
ages, and to realize that we are indeed a part of that 
stately band, will be pleasure far beyond our capacity at 
the present time to comprehend. Nothing short of ex- 
perience can ever cause us to realize this wonderful 
pleasure. 

As we form a part of this holy throng and begin to 
realize their nobility of action, their majestic appear- 
ance, sublimity of thought, stateliness of being, their 
loftiness in every way, our hearts will begin to well up 
with increased adoration to the high and lofty God. It 
will be spontaneous, will gush forth in tones both clear 
and loud, speaking forth a joy no mortal ever knew, as 
the words are repeated by all: “Holy, holy, holy, Lord 
God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.... 
Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and 
power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy 


pleasure they are and were created.” Who would not like 
to form a part of this happy company? We can if we will. 

It is now in our power to become so energized by this 
wonderful aspiration that our whole being will spring 
forth to be used in preparing for that life. 

John heard in advance that grand Hallelujah Chorus 
that shall fairly rend the heavens at the marriage feast 
of the Lamb. He heard “as it were the voice of a great 
multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the 
voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the 
Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice, 
and give honor to him: for the marriage of the Lamb 
is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.” Blessed 
be God! we can prepare ourselves so as to be worthy of 
hearing those wonderful words safe in glory. It seems 
that we would quicken our pace until our entire mind, 
might and strength would be used to push forward in 
this work. We must become so absorbed in divine things 
that our mind with all its power will be lost to the low 
and groveling world by which we are surrounded. 

Devotion to God’s everlasting truth will afford much 
more joy and happiness than this poor fleeting world 
with its meager, short-lived comforts can possibly give. 
Think of hearing angels from on high saying, “His wife 
hath made herself ready.” I would rather have this one 
pleasure than all the pleasures of the world combined. 
The pleasures of this world will soon end, but the pleas- 
ures we gain by obedience to the truth will never end. 
They will not only last for eternity, but they will ever 
be on the increase, multiplying continually. There in that 
world to come our hearts will become more and more ca- 
pable of enjoying ourselves; our hearts will become in- 
creasingly sensitive to the feelings of pleasure, until we 
can testify from experience that it is indeed ‘exceeding 
abundantly above” all that we could have asked or an- 
ticipated. We will then realize what it is to participate 
in the fulfillment of Psalm 36:8, “They shall be abun- 
dantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; and thou 
shalt make them drink of the river of thy pleasures.” 
Wonderful promises! We shall drink to our fullest satis- 
faction of the river of God’s pleasures. “For with thee 
is the fountain of life.” What a promise! what a thought! 
what a comfort to think of being permitted to experi- 
ence the fulfillment of these wonderful predictions! 

If only we would let our mind’s eye run out and be- 
hold this grand river of pleasures, and consider that it 
will be an ever-flowing stream, it would seem that we 
could not rest until we had secured a true, genuine pass 
that would permit us to enter eternity’s shore and drink 
of those endless pleasures. 

Remember, those pleasures are proffered upon the con- 
dition of our becoming dead to the world and all alive to 
God. Show me a Christian, and I will show you one who 
has the wonderful things of God uppermost in his mind, 
and he will be constantly talking of them. From this 
abundance, his mouth will be speaking. All such will 
keep away from the contaminating world as much as pos- 
sible, so that they can better meditate upon the noble and 
wonderful things of God, so they may be better enabled 
to crucify self and exalt God alone. They will be in con- 
stant fear of doing something that will shut them out of 
that summerland of love. They will be watching every 
crook and turn for fear that they will be found doing 

(Continued on page 13) 





SERIES: 


THY KINGDOM COME 
PART THREE 





EVENTS PREPARATORY TO THE 
KINGDOM 


EFORE the Kingdom of God can be fully established 
B there are certain events which must take place. God 

has not left His people in the dark. As surely as He 
has foretold that He will have a Kingdom on earth, as 
surely as He has designated the King and the time when 
His Kingdom will be set up, so surely He has set forth 
that certain events must occur in their true order until 
His plan is consummated. 


Elijah, Herald of the King 


It is a well-established item of Biblical teaching that 
Jesus is to be the future King of the earth. His return 
as King of kings and Lord of lords, riding forth conquer- 
ing and to conquer, is likewise clearly stated and un- 
questioned by those who look for His return. But equally 
true, though denied by the religious world, is the teach- 
ing by the holy men of old that before Jesus returns in 
power and glory a messenger will be sent to prepare the 
way before Him. The messenger is Elijah the prophet. 

Concerning Elijah and his mission we read from the 
prophet Malachi: “Behold, I will send my messenger, and 
he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom 
ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple. ... I will send 
you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord: and he shall turn the hearts of 
the fathers to the children and the heart of the children 
to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a 
curse” (Mal. 3:1; 4: 5, 6). 

As John the Baptist was the forerunner of Jesus’ first 
coming, so Elijah will herald Jesus’ second coming. John 
the Baptist preached the message of repentance. He was 
a voice “crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of 
the Lord, make his paths straight.” Those who listened 
to John were better able to receive Jesus’ message when 
He began His ministry. 

So when Elijah begins his mission of restoring all 
things, or bringing in the great moral reformation (Matt. 
17: 11), the people who listen to his warnings and turn 
to the Lord will receive a great blessing at Jesus’ return.* 
Elijah is to come “before the great and dreadful [‘ter- 
rible,’ R.S.V.] day of the Lord.” The grand old prophet 
will come to herald the returning. King who will strike 


* For more information on Elijah and the work he is destined 


to do, see our booklet, The Coming of Jesus and Elijah and The 
Great Battle of Armageddon. 
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terror and destruction to His adversaries who resist the 
establishment of His Kingdom. 

Besides his work of warning the nations and turning 
their hearts to the Lord, there is every reason to believe 
that Elijah will direct the work of gathering the elect to 
meet the Lord. This brings us to another event which 
must precede the establishment of the Kingdom. That is 


The Resurrection 


What could cause the people to heed Elijah’s message 
more than to see him raise the dead of former ages! The 
Scriptures abound with hopes and promises of a resur- 
rection from the dead. Those faithful servants of old 
who looked forward to the time when God’s Kingdom 
should be established on earth looked also to the day of 
their rising from the dead to inherit those promises. 
Especially striking are the words of the prophet Job. 
Knowing that death and the grave would claim him, but 
confiding in God’s promises, he cried out, “I know that 
my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter 
day upon the earth: and though after my skin worms 
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: whom 
I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not 
another; though my reins be consumed within me” (ch. 
19: 25—27). 

The Psalmist also expressed his hope of a resurrec- 
tion: “God will redeem my soul from the power of the 
grave” (Ps. 49:15). Isaiah and Daniel expressed a be- 
lief in the raising of the people of God from the dead. 
It was their hope in troublous times; their comfort, that 
the present fleeting life was not all that God could give. 
Isaiah wrote, “Thy dead men shall live, together with my 
dead body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell 
in dust: . .. the earth shall cast out the dead” (ch. 26: 
19). And Daniel, looking ahead to the time when the plan 
of God would be consummated, said, “At that time shall 
Michael [Christ, the Chief One] stand up, the great 
prince which standeth for the children of thy people... 
and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one 
that shall be found written in the book. And many of 
them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some 
to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting 
contempt” (ch. 12:1, 2). 

The certainty of the resurrection cannot be questioned, 
for it is a subject often discoursed upon by the sacred 

(Continued on page 10) 














AM not an edifice, or an organization, or a corpora- 
in, or a system. I am much more than these. I am 

God’s work and God’s representative on earth. I am 
the purpose of Creation. I am the Church. 

I am ancient. On this planet my history goes back 
some 6,000 years, but I am a part of the Universal 
Church which fills all creation, according to the Crea- 
tor’s eternal purpose, which is from everlasting to ever- 
lasting. 

I am Noah, preaching righteousness to a doomed 
world for 120 patient years. I am Abraham on Moriah. 
I am Moses at the burning bush and in the halls of 
Pharaoh: “Let my people go!” 

I am David, at what was perhaps the best moment 
of his turbulent life, sparing the life of Saul, his mortal 
enemy. I am Elijah on Mount Carmel, a lone voice for 
Jehovah, challenging official heathenism at the risk of 
his life. I am Micaiah before the two kings and their 
yes-men. I am Jeremiah and Baruch, standing rock-like 
for right and truth in the ruins of a crumbling civiliza- 
tion. 

I am Daniel, praying three times a day before his 
open window, in defiance of the king’s decree. I am 
Ezra and Nehemiah, rebuilding a shattered nation and 
a shattered hope. 

I am the Babe of Bethlehem—future Head of the 
Church—at whose birth multitudes of angels sang the 
deathless hope, “Peace on earth . . .” in the face of an 
immemorial system of violence. I am the Sermon on the 
Mount; the prayer of Jesus: “Father, forgive them”; the 





— 





—< 


the Church . 


dying words of Stephen: “Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge.” 

I am Gethsemane and Golgotha—an empty tomb and 
a risen Saviour. 

I am the ringing words of the Three Hebrew Chil- 
dren; “Be it known to thee, O king, that we will not 
serve thy gods... .” I am the echo of the mouth of 
Simon Peter, “We ought to obey God rather than man.” 

I am Paul the Missionary, carrying the gospel of 
Christ to the bounds of the Roman world; facing blood- 
thirsty mobs; beaten, stoned, imprisoned. I am John on 
Patmos. I am the martyrs on the bloody sands of the 
Colosseum, and in a hundred provincial amphitheatres. 

I am Ruth and Naomi, Hannah and Deborah and 
Huldah the prophetess, Mary Magdalene and Priscilla. 

I am the dignity of man under divine law. I am the 
most powerful civilizing force the world has ever known. 
I have taught mankind the strength of self-discipline 
and the weakness of self-indulgence. 

I am strong, but only as my individual members are 
strong. I am part of a Church without beginning or end- 
ing in time and space, but I cannot dispense with my 
humblest faithful member, the smallest unit in this 
mighty scheme of things. I am two or three gathered to- 
gether in the name of the Lord. I am the lone believer, 
facing scorn and ridicule and misunderstanding from 
those he loves best for the sake of Truth. I am those who 
burn themselves out in active service, and I am also 
those who, through no fault of their own, must “only 
stand and wait.” I am the Church. 








I have had a checkered career. More than once I have 
been unworthy of my high calling. Heavenly has been 
the call, but human, all-too-human, the response. At the 
Red Sea and in the wilderness I so soon forgot the 
things I had seen and became fearful and complaining 
and mutinous. Always I was too ready to learn the 
ways of the surrounding nations. Only by the grace 
and longsuffering of God have I survived to correct my 
mistakes and fulfill my mission. 

There came a time when the way became too nar- 
row, the world too attractive. The light flickered and 
went out, and gross darkness covered all people. I was 
no longer the Church, but a shameful counterfeit. 

But this was not my destiny. I am the Excellent 
Teacher, who, unaided and alone, brought forth the 
saving Truth of the Bible after twelve centuries of 
slumber, and breathed into it the spirit of life. I am the 
latter-day remnant, the work of his hands, who, hoping 
against hope, work out their salvation by naked faith, 
and so qualify for the “more abundant honor.” 

I am all these things, and much more. My history is, 
in the main, glorious; but my future is dazzling beyond 
imagination. What has been seen is not all that God can 
give. I am the millions and billions of happy subjects, 
like the stars or the sands of the sea for number, who 
shall be saved in the millennial reign of Christ and the 
saints, and fill the earth with the glory of God. 

I am a world redeemed, the Kingdom of Christ on 
earth, the finished work of God. 

I am the Church. 
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writers. What we wish to point out now is that the rais- 
ing of the dead will take place before the Kingdom can 
be established. Not that there shall be a universal resur- 
rection and all who ever lived shall be brought forth, but 
all who have covenanted to serve God shall be raised. 
“The dead in Christ [the believers, or those who have 
professed to be His people] shall rise” (I Thess. 4: 16). 
“There shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the 
just and the unjust” (Acts 24: 15), that is, the just and 
unjust of those who have covenanted to serve Him. 


The Arrival of the Judge and the Judgment 


The next great event, the arrival of Jesus Christ, the 
Judge of all the earth, and the meeting of His people 
with Him, is told in dramatic words by Paul: “For this 
we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who 
are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, shall 
not precede those who have fallen asleep. The Lord him- 
self will descend from heaven with a cry of command, 
with the archangel’s call, and with the sound of the trum- 
pet of God. And the dead in Christ shall rise first; then 
we who are alive, who are left, shall be caught up to- 
gether with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 
air” (I Thess. 4: 15—17, R.S.V.). It should be noted 
with emphasis at this point that all who have died in the 
Lord are raised from the dead before Christ appears on 
earth. They are assembled with the living who look for 
His return and together they ascend to meet the Lord in 
the air. 

Visiting angels will assist in this great undertaking. 
We read Jesus’ own words: “He shall send his angels 
with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather to- 
gether his elect from the four winds, from one end of 
heaven to the other” (Matt. 24:31). Wherever His serv- 
ants have fallen asleep, from there they will be gathered; 
and angels will play a great part in this work. 

Jesus will not return to find most of His Church or 
bride asleep in death. That the wonderful union takes 
place in the air is strongly indicated by Zech. 14:4, 5 
which states that when His feet stand on the Mount of 
Olives (the point of His return), “all the saints,” or 
bride, shall be with Him. Therefore, prior to this time, 
prior to His appearance on earth, the bride must neces- 
sarily be selected. 

The location of the Judgment scene is not specified. 
But we are told a little of the nature of the event. We 
read: “When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and 
all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the 
throne of his glory: and before him shall be gathered 
all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, 
as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: and he 
shall set the sheep on the right hand, but the goats on the 
left” (Matt. 25: 31—33). While Jesus as Judge will later 
pass judgment upon all nations that refuse to submit to 
His rule, only those who have covenanted to serve Him 
out of all nations will stand before Him and receive His 
sentence. The sheep, or the faithful servants will be 
placed on the right hand, while the goats, the unfaithful, 
will be placed on the left. 

Those to whom God has entrusted His wisdom with 
its promises of rich rewards cannot escape being called 
to give account of their stewardship. Of course, if their 
work has been good then they shall joyfully await their 


Lord’s coming, for it is then that they shall receive their 
reward for the things they have done. Jesus taught this 
truth: “For the Son of man shall come in the glory of 
his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward 
every man according to his works” (Matt. 16: 27). As 
we pass through our probation we must ever be mindful 
of all that we do, for once having entered the service of 
the Lord there is no retreat; and knowing the goodness 
and judgments of God we have no cloak for our sin. We 
cannot hide behind ignorance. Whatever our life, the day 
will come when, as Paul wrote: “We must all appear be- 
fore the Judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may 
receive good or evil, according to what he has done in the 
body” (II Cor. 5:10, R.S.V.). 

God is just and His mercy is boundless, but in His 
Kingdom He will not permit sin. All who through life 
spurn His pleadings and disregard His warnings are 
treading on dangerous ground. It is for this reason Paul 
cautioned: “Note then the kindness and the severity of 
God: severity toward those who have fallen, but God’s 
kindness to you, provided you continue in his kindness; 
otherwise you too will be cut off” (Rom. 11: 22, R.S.V.). 


The Result of the Judgment 


In our modern courts when people stand before a 
judge they are either guilty or innocent. So it will be with 
the multitude that stands before the Judge of earth: 
every individual shall be rewarded “according as his 
works shall be” (Rev. 22: 12). There will be two classes, 
the faithful and unfaithful, or the sheep and the goats, 
or the wheat and the chaff. “Then shall the king say unto 
them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you... . Then shall he 
say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye 
cursed” (Matt. 25:34, 41). 

Of that auspicious Day, Daniel says (ch. 7:9, 10), “I 
beheld till the thrones were cast down [‘placed,’ R.S.V.], 
and the Ancient of days did sit, ... his throne was like 
the fiery flame, ...A fiery stream issued and came forth 
from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto 
him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before 
him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened. ” 
Ten thousand times ten thousand, or one hundred million, 
the number who have promised to serve God during man’s 
day of probation, shall stand at the Judgment. Now the 
number of the faithful is revealed in Rev. 14:1, “And I 
looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Zion, and 
with him a hundred forty and four thousand, having his 
Father’s name written in their foreheads.” They are the 
elect, the bride of Christ. They are the first fruits, the 
select individuals who have worked out their salvation 
during their day of probation from the time Adam was 
called, to the Lord’s return. 

What is their reward? First, it is life, immortal life! 
(Rev. 22:12; I John 2:25). Then the promises Jesus 
made are theirs: “He that overcometh, and keepeth my 
works unto the end, to him will I give power over the 
nations, ... To him that overcometh will I grant to sit 
with me in my throne” (Rev. 2: 26; 3: 21). They shall be 
the co-rulers with Christ. Theirs is the high honor of 
being kings and priests unto God (Rev. 5:9, 10), reign- 
ing over the nations who will submit to the reign of 
Christ. 
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But what of those who because of unbelief, indifference 
or indolence, prove unfaithful? 

“There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when 
ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the 
prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves 
thrust out” (Luke 13:28). The sorrow which the un- 
faithful shall experience will be caused by the realization 
of the great prize they have missed. To see one’s com- 
panions gain the prize and to become fully aware that 
the reason for one’s rejection is simple carelessness, will 
be the cause of the sorrow. 

As the faithful receive their reward of life eternal, so 
the unfaithful will ultimately receive the wages of sin, 
death (Rom. 6: 23). But since there are varying degrees 
of unfaithfulness, so there will be varying degrees of 
punishment. Such characters as Cain, Solomon and Judas, 
and others who turned wholly from following the Lord 
and practiced their own evil works shall be subject to 
greater punishment than those who never really departed 
from God but served Him halfheartedly, thus failed to 
complete the work. But sin is sin, and for that reason 
they are brought to Judgment that they may be convinced 
of all their ungodly deeds. 

To be worthy of the full reward, God requires perfec- 
tion. For example: Josiah “did that which was right in 
the sight of the Lord, and walked in all the way of David 
his father, and turned not aside to the right hand or to 
the left” (II Kings 22: 2). Of King Rehoboam it is writ- 
ten: “He did evil, because he prepared not his heart to 
seek the Lord” (II Chron. 12: 14). And of King Amaziah 
it was written: “He did that which was right in the sight 
of the Lord, but not with a perfect heart” (II Chron. 
25:2). Thus we see, King Josiah is worthy of the full 
reward. King Rehoboam did evil, so must be classed as 
unfaithful with no hope of any good thing from the Lord; 
but King Amaziah’s case is somewhat different. He served 
the Lord but did not attain perfection. Hence, in such 
cases the Lord has provided a partial reward, but they 
shall not receive life eternal. The “full reward’ men- 
tioned by John (II John 8) strongly suggests that there 
is to be a partial reward for those who fall short of the 
ultimate. They shall be rewarded according as their 
works have been (Rev. 22:12). 


Famine Among Nations 


Someone may question, and rightly, Since only 100 mil- 
lion are taken to Judgment, what are the nations doing 
about these startling events during this time? We are 
given a little insight into what will occur. 

Elijah’s message, the resurrection, and the ascension 
of Christ’s servants to meet Him, all will have stirred 
the thinking world. They will realize that for them the 
opportunity to participate with the elect is gone, Un- 
doubtedly many will be terror-stricken, fearing—falsely 
—a complete destruction of earth’s inhabitants. It is to 
this time that the prophecy of the prophet Amos applies. 
He wrote (8:11, 12), “Behold, the days come, saith the 
Lord God, that I will send a famine in the land, not a 
famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing 
the words of the Lord: and they shall wander from sea 
to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run 
to and fro and seek the word of the Lord, and shall not 
find it.” 


Why should such a condition of famine exist when so 
much effort is being expended in this age to cast the 
bread of heaven on all waters? One must bear in mind 
that this present dispensation of man’s rule and proba- 
tion when the bride of Christ is developed will have 
ended. The manna on which they fed will have become 
old store. During the time when Christ is judging the 
covenant makers, no one will be present from whom to 
obtain the new store—no teachers to dispense “the word 
of the Lord.” Man’s hunger for knowledge of succeeding 
events shall be for the time unsatisfied. Then “they shall 
wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the 
east, they shall run to and fro and seek the word of the 
Lord, and shall not find it.” 

Then it is that the prodigal of Jesus’ parable shall 
begin to be in want. The prodigal represents the class 
who now choose only the things of this life which are 
far away from the things of God. They choose to waste 
their time in folly and spurn the Word of the living God. 
But when this “mighty famine” arises in the land, they 
shall begin to be in want (v. 14). They shall desire some 
of the life-giving Word. Men will be seeking knowledge 
of how to become servants of the King and His saints. 
They will eagerly thirst for the new store of knowledge 
which will be the law for the subjects of the Kingdom. 

Then “when the poor and needy seek water, and there 
is none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord 
will hear them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them. 
I will open rivers in high places, and fountains in the 
midst of the valleys. I will make the wilderness a pool 
of water, and the dry land springs of water” (Isa. 41: 
17, 18). No one who really hungers and thirsts after 
righteousness shall be left to perish, as the next article 
of this series will show. 


Next Issue: EARTH BEHOLDS HER KING. 





Life and the Weaver 


Life is a woven fabric; 
The pattern and web are wrought 
By the dark threads and the golden 
That into the loom are shot. 


You cannot judge God’s purpose 
By the thrust of a single thread, 
What to you may be dark, mysterious, 
May be gloriously bright instead. 


For He holds in mind a pattern 
As fair as His love is strong, 
Which grows each day in the weaving; 
Not a single thread goes wrong. 


No warp in His hands shall tangle, 
No slumber His eyelids close; 

We only thwart His purpose 
When our stubborn wills impose. 


So trust in the Weaver’s wisdom, 

In His love and unfailing care, 

And the fabric of life completed, 
Someday will be wondrous fair. - 
—Sel. 








"4 Word Fr itly Spoken 


is like apples of gold 
in pictures of silver.” 
Prov. 25:11. 





acnttlinteael The way to be nothing— 
I will start anew this morning with a higher, fairer creed; 
I will cease to stand complaining of my ruthless neighbor’s greed; 
I will never sit repining while my duty’s call is clear; 
I will waste no moments whining, and my heart shall know no fear. 


is to do nothing. 


In the midst of prosperity lurks 


I will look ofttimes about me for the things that merit praise; danger. Throughout the ages, riches 
I will search for hidden beauties that elude the grumbler’s gaze; and honor have ever been attended 
I will try to find contentment in the paths that I must tread; with peril to humility and spirit- 
I will cease to have resentment when another moves ahead. uality. It ran vot the empty ouP that 

we have difficulty in carrying; it is 
I will not be swayed by envy when my rival’s strength is shown; the cup full to the brim that must 
I will not deny his merit, but I'll strive to prove my own; be carefully balanced. Affliction and 
I will try to see the beauty spread before me, rain or shine; adve rsity may cause sorrow; but 
I will cease to preach your duty, and be more concerned with mine! it is prosperity that is most dan- 


gerous to spiritual life. 


BLIND If you had a bank that credited your account each morning with $86,400 
The Spring blew trumpets of color; that carried over no balance from day to day, and allowed you to keep 
Her Green sang in my brain— no cash in your account, and every evening canceled whatever part of 
i a blind - groping the amount you had failed to use during the day, what would you do? 
aoa ES aS aS Draw out every cent, of course! Well, you do have such a bank, and its 
ogc ae om pone name is “time.” Every morning it credits you with 86,400 seconds. Every 
ut can oast, “I see?” : . : 7 A 
Porkans there. walks 0 spirit night it rules off, as lost, whatever of this you have failed to invest to 
Close by, who pities me— good purpose. It carries over no balances. It allows no overdrafts. If you 


vente whi Deken wee-teneion fail to use the day’s deposits the loss is yours. 
The five-sensed cane of mind 
Amid such unguessed glories— A PRAYER 
That I—am worse than blind. 
Grant us the will to fashion as we feel; 
Grant us the strength to labor as we know; 
Grant us the purpose, ribbed and edged with steel, 
To strike the blow. 
Children have mowe need of examples and model's 
Knowledge we ask not—knowledge Thou hast lent: 
—than critics. But, Lord, the will—there lies our bitter need. 
Give us to build above the deep intent 
The deed, the deed! 


When you get into storm, use the panorama philoso- 


phy of the sea captain who said, “I have always lived The strongest motto for the young! 

by the philosophy that if the sea is smooth, it will get Write it in lines of gold 

rough; if it is rough, it will get smooth. But with a good Upon thy heart, and in thy mind 

ship you can always ride it out.” This is the big view The stirring words enfold; 

which teaches us that storms cannot last forever; with And in misfortune’s dreary hour, 
faith in our hearts to pierce the clouds that gather, and ee . Nigger gale, 

hope to guide us where we cannot see, we will ultimate- wil have a holy, cheering power— 


“There’s no such word as fail.” 


ly see the rainbow and the sunshine—God’s will for us. 
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Musings of the Editor 


HE city of Rochester, like many cities in our nation, has 

of recent years been fighting a hard battle against slums. 
Rochester doesn’t want slums—no city does. They are un- 
pleasant, ugly looking, a blight on the community. They breed 
crime, poverty, fire, disease, delinquency. If your house is 
near a slum area its value will be lowered. And in any event 
you pay for the slums and their effects in higher taxes. 

The tragic part about slums is that they were once beauti- 

' ful communities. Slums, as you know, 
Clearing the don't appear just over night. They are the 
Slums result of gradual neighborhood deteriora- 

tion and decay. First, one property owner 
neglects his home; he will not repair or paint. He leaves junk, 
debris, and useless items carelessly strewn, first behind the 
house; later, as the accumulation accelerates, all over the 
lot. Then a neighbor does the same, and another, and another. 
The more respectable people move away, a lower class moves 
in; soon you have a shabby neighborhood—a slum. 

Characters, too, can degenerate and decay in a manner 
similar to the degeneration of respectable neighborhoods to 
slums. Someone has wisely said, “All evils thrive on simple 
neglect.” The beginnings are slight—hardly noticeable. We 
neglect the selection of our company. Association with bad 
companions leads eventually to ruin (I Cor. 15:33). The 
filthy conversation of the wicked (as Lot once endured, II 
Pet. 2: 7) is extremely degrading. Frequent exposure to such 
evil soon causes one to weaken his guard. Gradually one imi- 
tates and learns the ways of his associates. The result, as the 
Wise Man said (Prov. 22: 24, 25; 13: 30), is a snare to the 
soul and ultimate ruin. 

It is impossible at all times to avoid the unpleasant situa- 
tions in our world. But there are things we can do. We can 
be on stronger guard when in polluted territory. In such cir- 
cumstances we should not drift but push upward. A timely 
remark in a fitting manner may do much toward helping 
someone out of the “slums.” We can counter evil-speaking 
by good, clean words. And whatever the evil, it can’t move 
us to wrong if we don’t let it. Think of Joseph in Egypt; Dan- 
iel in Babylon; the early Christians in Rome! 

When Jesus’ Kingdom is established, then slums—physical 
and moral—will be no more. But in the meantime let each 
one do his part in keeping himself pure and helping others to 
do likewise. 





Beautiful faces are they that wear 
The light of a pleasant spirit there; 
It matters little if dark or fair. 


Beautiful hands are they that do 
Deeds that are noble, good and true; 
Busy with them the long day through. 


Beautiful feet are they that go 
Swiftly to lighten another’s woe, 
Through summer’s heat or winter’s snow. 


Beautiful children, if rich or poor, 

They walk the pathways sweet and pure 

That lead to the mansion strong and sure. 
—Selected. 


WHOLEHEARTED DEVOTION TO GOD 
(Continued from page 6) 


something wrong. When they are overtaken in a fault, 
they will humbly confess and go to work with renewed 
zeal to turn from it. They will realize from the depths of 
their hearts the exceeding sinfulness of sin. They will 
view sin as a horrible act, however small the transgres- 
sion may be. Then, and not until then, will anyone in 
reality turn from it. 

The righteousness with which we must be clothed is 
made up of obedience to every word of God. As Jesus 
said, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” This 
calls upon us to pay more attention to the word of the 
Lord, and less to the things of the world. It will neces- 
sitate a more diligent study of the Word for the purpose 
of becoming examples “in word, in conversation, in char- 
ity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” If we do this, self will 
sink into insignificance, and we will consider the words 
of the Lord’s mouth more than our necessary food, more 
than thousands of gold and silver; they will become the 
apple of our eye. It will be our chief delight to be found 
walking in obedience to them. Such will be the Chris- 
tian’s devotion to truth. These things are worth our 
whole mind and consideration, our care and utmost at- 
tention, in order to be found ready to be born into incor- 
ruption and to partake with fullness of joy of the river 
of God’s eternal pleasures. 





The Lord Looks on the Heart 


In a gold mining district in Australia hundreds of 
miners were searching and prospecting for gold in every 
direction. Many rare veins of quartz were both missed 
and hit by prospectors. By the roadside near one camp 
was a large stone on which scores of weary passers-by 
sat and rested, but not one of them had suspected its 
secret wealth. One day, however, two casual travelers, 
who were expert miners, came along and immediately 
perceived that it contained gold and, after crushing it, 
they extracted a solid nugget of the precious metal. 
Where others saw only the stone surface, they saw with 
expert’s eyes the gold it concealed. 

In judging the characters of our fellow men we are 
often too apt to be deceived by outward appearances. 
Many a man with rugged features and abrupt manner 
has a heart of gold if we take the trouble to look for it. 
The attractiveness of the countenance comes in many 
an instance as an outward indication of the mind within. 
Thus we can see beauty in faces which do not possess a 
single beautiful feature. We can none of us make our- 
selves beautiful in feature, but by steady perseverance, 
with God’s help we can acquire beauty of character which 
will be reflected in our faces. The goodness that beams 
in the eye, the lovingkindness and cheerfulness which 
play around the mouth—no painter can fully portray 
these; no powder or paint, on which women shamelessly 
squander millions of dollars a year, can procure the de- 
sired effect. It comes from within and may be ours. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the 
devils also believe and tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain 
man, that faith without works is dead?” (James 2: 19, 20). 


Many there be in this curious world to whom religion 
is a mere “storm cellar,” a last resort in trouble—and for 
the duration only. It is true that the Truth is described 
as “a covert from the tempest,” but it is far more than 
that. It is a field in which the faithful labor through the 
long hot hours of daylight, and the shelter it provides is 
a part of the reward for that labor. It is not difficult to 
turn to God when there is no other place to turn, but such 
a course is as ignoble as it is unsafe. The Eternal has 
stated plainly that if His appeals are neglected when skies 
are bright, cries for favor at the last moment will be un- 
heard above the roar of the storm (Prov. 1: 24—28). 

We all know or have known of men and women who 
repented when laid low by illness, vowing great things if 
their lives were spared; but unfortunately those who fol- 
low through after recovery, are few and far between. 
This class is well described by the cynical couplet, 


“The devil was sick, the devil a monk would be. 
The devil was well .. .” 
and that was another story. 
Such repentance is not true repentance at all. Remorse 
comes easily, but repentance involves a change in the 
manner of life, which is not attained on a death-bed, and 
rarely acquired through fear. It requires conformity with 
the words of the Psalmist (66:13, 14), “I will pay thee 
my vows which my lips have uttered, and my mouth hath 
spoken, when I was in trouble.” 

In the face of extreme danger, even mass repentance, 
so called, is not infrequent, as a result of mass hysteria. 
In Matt. 11: 21—24 Jesus reproved the unbelief of the 
cities in which his mighty works had been done, with 
the statement that if Tyre and Sidon, and Sodom and 
Gomorrah had witnessed such things “they would have 
repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.” Why then, 
one might ask, were these wicked cities not given the 
saving opportunity, since God is no respecter of persons? 
The answer is that while they might have repented for 
the moment, it would have been an emergency repentance 
without permanent reformation. The world is full of 
that sort of thing, but it is not what God is seeking. The 
cities of Jesus’ day did not even make a show of repent- 
ance, which made them somewhat worse than their an- 
cient prototypes, but none of them were any good: Caper- 
naum or Sodom, Bethsaida or Tyre, all were alike worth- 
less so far as lasting good is concerned. 

Another class includes those who, facing no emergency, 
hear the Word and are superficially persuaded thereby, 
but not deeply convinced. They see the force of the argu- 
ment, they feel a desire for the rewards so glowingly 
pictured, they become vaguely aware of their own un- 
satisfactory state before God. But there is no “follow- 
through.” The proposition is too stark, too tremendous; 


the accumulation of habit too great. This new thing calls 
for too much—too much of everything. Trapped and 
cornered by the weight of evidence, they make one or 
more of several characteristic responses. They may ex- 
perience a revulsion which will array them definitely on 
the side of the enemy. Or they may temporize like the 
particular “devil” or adversary whom James may have 
had in mind. We read that when Paul, standing a prisoner 
before the Roman governor, “reasoned of righteousness, 
temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and 
answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a con- 
venient season, I will call for thee.” The wily Roman had 
learned by long experience that time heals all things, even 
quieting the stirrings of a long-dormant conscience. 

The moral is, when there is an urge, an impulse for 
righteousness, seize it and act upon it without delay; to- 
morrow the old indolent self may be back in the driver’s 
seat. 

Still others manage to let an intellectual consent or an 
emotional response or good intentions take the place of 
action. Such was a character in a well-known book, an 
Archbishop who was tremendously fat. “Some days,” 
says the author, “he surveyed his bulk ruefully; but the 
distress of remorse was less poignant than the distress 
of fasting.” Perhaps we have all been guilty of letting 
this principle, or lack of principle, rule us when faced 
with an unpleasant choice. This is the attitude which 
gives rise to the vicious circle of sin and confess, sin and 
confess, and never forsake. It is very easy to keep the 
demands of the spirit at a minimum, thereby releasing 
more energy for the satisfaction of the flesh. 

This moral laziness, this self-deception and temporiz- 
ing, can become a way of life that will bind us with an 
unbreakable chain. There will come a time, and it may be 
closer to us individually than we think, when we can no 
longer respond to the call of a loving God, even if our 
mind consents. Habit will have so thoroughly enmeshed 
us that we can no more change our way of life than the 
Ethiopian can change his skin, or the leopard his spots 
(Jer. 13: 23). “After this the Judgment.” Remorse there 
will be in abundance then, but no place for repentance. 

The bitter lines in Young’s Night Thoughts are charged 
with warning for those who habitually fear and tremble 
but do not cleanse from sin. 

“At thirty, man suspects himself a fool, 

Knows it at forty, and reforms his plan; 

At fifty, chides his infamous delay, 

Pushes his prudent purpose to resolve, 

In all the magnanimity of thought; 

Resolves, and re-resolves, then dies the same.” 

With this bleak possibility in mind, let us give heed to 
the words of the angel, who is urging us today as in the 
days of Lot, “Escape for thy life; look not behind thee.” 
Let us say with the Psalmist (55: 8)—and act upon the 
saying—‘I would hasten my escape from the windy storm 
and tempest.” 





Nightly forbear to close thine eyes to rest 

Ere thou hast questioned well thy conscious breast: 
“What sacred duty have I left undone, 

What act committed that I ought to shun?” 

And as fair Truth or Error mark the deed, 

Let sweet applause or sharp reproach succeed, 





Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


Will the resurrection be to mortal or immortal life? 


Reason would teach mortal life, for the Scriptures 
often repeat that the resurrection is to include both “the 
just and the unjust” (see Acts 24:15; Dan. 12:2; John 
5:29). If the unjust came forth immortal from their 
graves, then such men as Cain, Judas, and Solomon could 
never die. 

The resurrection simply places the dead on a level with 
the living, that together they may be judged and re- 
warded according to their works: the faithful granted 
immortality; the unfaithful, the second death. 

Hosea 6: 2 makes plain the point. First comes the re- 
vival (Heb., chayah, “to make alive”); then the raising 
or exaltation to immortality (Heb., gum, “to endure, to 
remain,” Dan. 2: 44), depending upon individual merit. 
Also I Cor. 15 likens the resurrection to the sowing of 
seed. After the seed is sown or cast out from the farmer’s 
hand, only a portion germinates. So in the resurrection, 
only a portion of those who are cast out of their graves 
shall be raised to immortality. “What is sown is perish- 
able, what is raised is imperishable” (v. 42, R.S.V.). 


Please explain Luke 16: 8, “the children of this world are 
in their generation wiser than the children of light.” 


This may appear to indicate that shrewd business men 
are credited with better wisdom than the servants of 
God. This is not so. The Scriptures define true wisdom 
as: “The fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, and to depart 
from evil is understanding.” There are none so wise as 
those who learn the will of God and make it their sincere 
and earnest object in life to serve God, and do whatever 
His law demands. But they who are enlightened by the 
knowledge of God; they who know His manifold mercies, 
and the great eternity in store for them that love Him; 
they who have this knowledge but do not act upon it; do 
not make their lives conform to the standard God has 
set; those are the individuals who are inferior to the 
children of this world. For the men of the world—some 
of them, that is—set a definite goal for themselves and 
allow nothing to hinder them from attaining their de- 
sire. “They are considerably more shrewd in dealing in 
their own way”—Phillips. In this respect only are they 
wiser, not wiser than the faithful sons of light, but wiser 
than those who have the true knowledge and squander 
their opportunity and do not make the most of their time 
so as to attain their goal. The children of the world pro- 
vide for their future, but the unfaithful, who know how 
to, are not so wise as to make use of their knowledge. 


Please advise what to do when ministers or missionaries 
whose teaching we know to be contrary to God’s Word call 
at the home. 


A Bible rule to cover this situation is found in Prov. 
19: 27, “Cease ... to hear the instruction that causeth to 
err from the words of knowledge.” The Bible likens false 
teachers to fowls who pluck up the seed, to thieves and 
robbers who steal away the words of eternal life (Matt. 
13: 4, 18, 19; Jer. 23:30; John 10:1). However smooth 
or pleasing their personality, we must consider the seri- 
ous consequences of their influence. Jesus did not use 
varnished language about the teachers of His day. See 
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Matthew 23 where He addressed them as “hypocrites,” 
“blind guides,” “fools,” “serpent,” etc. 

One should be armed with a “thus saith the Lord” on 
every Bible subject so that when teachers of error call 
he is prepared to state his position briefly and clearly. 
The adversary is not apt to return a second time when he 
finds that you have the “sword of the Spirit” for your de- 
fense. But if they are persistent, you must simply tell 
them kindly but firmly that you have no time to spend 
listening to that which is opposed to God’s Word, for 
we are commanded to redeem the time (Eph. 5: 15, 16). 

Remember Jesus’ advice in Matt. 15:14, “Let them 
alone.” This prohibits extended discussions (always fu- 
tile!) with blind guides. 


When was the gospel preached to the dead? 


Never! This mistaken idea stems from a misconception 
of I Pet. 4: 6. In this passage Peter refers to the Day of 
Judgment when the quick and the dead shall be called to 
account. “For this cause,” he says, “was the gospel 
preached also to them that are dead.” Men who were dead 
at the time of Peter’s statement—Noah, Abraham, Joseph, 
Daniel—had heard the gospel preached during their life- 
time. Never could the gospel be preached to dead men, for 
“the dead know not anything” (Eccl. 9:5, 10). “The 
grave cannot praise thee, death cannot celebrate thee; 
they that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth” 
(Isa. 38:18). 


According to Romans 12: 3 I would assume that God has 
dealt different measures of faith to different people. Is not 
this a case of unequal opportunity? 


No. Phillips’ rendering is better than the King James 
Version. “Don’t cherish exaggerated ideas of yourself 
or your importance, but try to have a sane estimate of 
your capabilities by the light of the faith that God has 
given to you all.” God’s Word—the best tool in the world 
for reducing personal egotism—comes without discrimi- 
nation to one and all. 

In our lament over unequal opportunity, we would do 
well to consider percentage-wise the opportunities which 
we have wasted. It is these for which we shall be ac- 
countable, and not the opportunities which never came 
our way. 


Is it logical that knowledge increases after death? 


The Bible says, “The dead know not anything, .. . there 
is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the 
grave, whither thou goest” (Eccl. 9:5, 10). And in Ps. 
146: 3, 4 we are told to put not our trust in man in whom 
there is no help. “His breath goeth forth, he returneth to 
his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.” Intel- 
lectual expansion is the result of thought, of exercising 
the mind. In the absence of this there can be none. In 
place of death promoting brain expansion, the prophet 
terms the condition a state of corruption and destruction 
(Job 17:14; 19: 26). 


What is it to be “baptized into Christ”? 


The next phrase of this verse (Gal. 3: 27) defines bap- 
tism into Christ. It is to “put on Christ,” to reflect His 
moral image, to emulate His example, or, as in Rom. 13: 
14, “put on the character of the Lord Jesus” (Moffatt). 
Christ left us an example; as we follow in His steps we 
are baptized with Him into His death to sin, and become 
new creatures, See I Pet. 4: 1; II Cor. 5:17; Eph. 4: 22— 
24; Rom. 6: 3—6, 10, 11. 
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The Pleasures of Wisdom 


It is noble to seek truth, it is beautiful to find it. That it is far better 
than riches, is deeply and sacredly true. Through all the scenes of desola- 
tion and decay, there is one thing unchangeable, indestructible, and ever- 
lasting. It is the wisdom and knowledge of God and the lasting pleasures 
it affords. It is worth while in the days of our youth to submit with joy 
to the discipline it brings; to give for it laborious days; to spurn worldly 
pleasures to obtain it; to endure affliction because of it; to hold fast in 
every storm and tempest, for it is our life, our hope, our all. When God’s 
knowledge enters into thy life, “discretion shall preserve thee, under- 
standing shal] keep thee.” A man who dedicates his life to obtaining the 
knowledge of God and reflecting its glorious principles in his life, becomes 
habituated to pleasure which carries with it no reproach. It will teach us 
to aspire and conform to a being of perfection and holiness; filling our 
minds with thoughts more purifying, more exalted, till at last it makes 
a loyal and royal son of God. 

God’s knowledge will repress pride and promote humility within us. 
The deeper we search within the pages of God’s Holy Book the more we 
see the finite glory of man dwindling and fading away and man himself 
depreciating in comparison with the extent and grandeur of the objects 
which successively occupy His vast and illuminated field of view. Love 
the knowledge of God with a great love; love all its fruits, virtue and 
purity of conduct. It will comfort you, adorn you, and never leave you. 
She will give to thine head an ornament of grace and at last a crown of 
glory shall she deliver to thee. 

Think not, O man, that within the great cathedrals and schools of this 
world thou wilt find the key that will unlock the door of eternal pleasures 
to thee. The ways of life are hid from her wise men. Knowest thou that 
all things that pertain to life and godliness come through the knowledge 
of him that hath called us to glory and virtue? O friend, God hath written 
unto thee excellent things in counsels and knowledge that He might make 
thee to know the certainty of His truth. O Wisdom, thy fountains are as 
shoreless as eternity! O Holy Light, thou art eternal as God! Numberless 
worlds have been made from thy baptismal font; thy boundary no power 
hath marked; thy beams have gilded the unlimited fields of space and 
gladdened the farthest verge of the universe; thy touch gives the lily its 
whiteness, the rose its tint. My son, hear the voice from above; it is Wis- 
dom calling, “Sit down at my table. It is covered with sacred sweets, food 
convenient for every guest. The bread thou wilt find there, is from heaven 
and water clear as crystal flows from the stream of life.” 

The wisdom and knowledge of God will keep thee in sweet communion 
with thy Maker till thy prayers like ancient sacrifice will ascend morning 
and evening; thy days will begin and end with God. Thy companions will 
be honorable and renowned and thou wilt go from the presence of a fool- 
ish man when thou perceivest not in him the lips of knowledge. 

Oh, precious thought, that God who commanded the light to shine out 
of darkness hath shined in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God! Let each passing day find thee growing in grace and 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, till thou shalt re- 
flect the image of thy Master. Then Wisdom will clothe thee with a gar- 
ment of eternal day; she will lead thee to the fount of life and open to thee 
there pleasures forevermore. 





